Hepatopathy following irradiation and chemotherapy for Wilms' tumor.
Two children being treated with combination chemotherapy and irradiation for localized, rightsided Wilms' tumor developed sudden enlargement of the liver with defects on liver scintigram resembling liver metastases. One child also developed pancytopenia. When chemotherapy was temporarily withheld in both children, hepatomegaly and scintigram abnormalities resolved. The planned courses of chemotherapy were subsequently completed without complications. The clinical course in our patients is compared to previously published experiences. Awareness of this complication could prevent the mistaken diagnosis of metastatic disease and emphasizes the care necessary when administering cytotoxic drugs to children receiving irradiation to all or a portion of the liver.